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Site Visit Report 
27 October 2017 

Polish Society of Perfusion at  

Clinical Site Cardinal Wyszynski Institute of Cardiology, ul. Alpejska 42, 04-628 Warsaw, 

Poland 
 

The European Board of Cardiovascular Perfusion (EBCP) would like to thank the staff of the Polish Society 

for Perfusion and the Cardinal Wyszynski Institute of Cardiology for their help and cooperation with the site 

visit for Accreditation of the Perfusion Education Programme. 
 

The EBCP Site Visit Team consisted of: 
 

Gerdy Debeuckelaere 

EBCP Accreditation Sub Committee 

UZ Antwerpen 

Wilrijkstraat 10 

2650 Edegem 

Belgium 

Frank Merkle 

EBCP General Secretary and  Accreditation Sub 

Committee 

Deutsches Herzzentrum Berlin 

Augustenburger Platz 1 

13353 Berlin 

Germany 

 

 

 

 

The following representatives of the Clinical Site (Perfusion Department) were mainly involved in the Site 

Visit: 
 

Jaroslaw Szymanski 

Course Director 

Chief Perfusionist 

Institute of Cardiology 

ul. Alpejska 42 

04-628 Warsaw 

Poland 

Piotr Ladzinski 

Vice-President Polish Society Perfusion 

Chief Perfusionist 

Medical University Poznan 

Cardiac Surgery Dept. 

ul. Szipitalna 27/33 

60-572 Poznan 

Poland 
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Introduction 

The Perfusion Education Programme of the Polish Society for Perfusion (PSP) has asked for re-accreditation 

with the European Board of Cardiovascular Perfusion (EBCP).  

 

The institution: The Programme is situated and organized by three main centers of cardiac surgery in 

Poland. Parts of the programme are offered at the Cardinal Wyszynski Institute of Cardiology in Warsaw, at 

the Medical University in Poznan and at the Silesian Heart Institute in Zabrze. The programme is organized 

by Jaroslav Szymanski (Warsaw), Piotr Ladzinski (Poznan) and Marcin Borowicz (Zabrze).  

Entry requirements: Entry criteria are employment as junior perfusionist at a perfusion department, 

previous two-year on-the-job-training with 200 supervised CPB and a recommendation of the head of 

department. 

The programme: The programme is designed as a one-year programme with 200 hours theoretical and 300 

hours practical training after the initial on-the-job training. The theoretical and practical modules are rotating 

between the hospitals in Warsaw, Poznan and Zabrze. The programme is certified and approved by the 

Ministry of Health. The final exam is held before a committee with a representative of the Ministry of 

Health, a cardiac surgery consultant, and two perfusionists. 

The students have to pay a fee of PLN 2500,00 for the course (approximately Euro 590,00) and travel costs. 

Some students are partially sponsored by their hospitals. 

For the future it is intended to upgrade the course to a higher level. A steering-group is already initiated and 

letters have been sent to the Ministry of Health. 

 

The contents of the course cover all relevant aspects of extracorporeal circulation. The lecturers are recruited 

from the regional cardiac centres involved. The lecturers all have an academic degree in their specialties. The 

practical training also includes pediatric perfusion and mechanical circulatory assistance as well as 

extracorporeal life support. 

The course contents are available to the lecturers in a detailed form. The lecture presentations are uploaded at 

a secured website, governed by PSP, supplemented with detailed information. The planned course 

outline/schedules are also published on the same website. The students are asked to give their feedback on 

the course content and lectures. 

After completion of all theoretical modules, written and oral examinations are held. The practical 

examination is organized at the students’ own hospital. 
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The current course has 22 participants, but it is not organized annually. A minimum size of 15 participants is 

required to finance the course. The lecturers are paid from the course fee. 

 

A tour of the facilities revealed modern and up-to-date teaching facilities with lecture rooms and library 

(with large selection of medical books and journals, print and online). Rooms for self-study are available. 

 

A tour of the operating rooms revealed modern technology in all five operating theatres. Contemporary heart 

lung machines, ECLS consoles and IABP were shown. The hospital also has a very active VAD programme.  

 

During the Site Visit, three students (one male, two female) were interviewed. Overall, the students were 

happy with the organization and content of the training. However, all three students revealed that the 

participation in the course requires substantial efforts (time, funds). Finanical support from their employers is 

limited. It appears that a graded logbook is not used to document the supervised CPB procedures. Structured 

feedback on students’ performances is not available in every case. It was also stated that some degree of 

hands-on training or even Simulation would be a great addition. The students felt that the theory content 

should have been taught much earlier in their perfusionist careers and not after the initial two-year practical 

training. Since the students are employed by their own hospitals, rotation to other hospitals seems to be 

problematic in some cases. 
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Comments and Recommendations of the EBCP Site Visit Team  

The EBCP site visit team provides the following comments and recommendations with the intention of 

helping the training programme administration focus upon areas where problems, potential problems, or lack 

of clarity in the programme may exist. The specifically expressed points concern themes that emerged during 

the site visit and were discussed with the training programme staff.   

 

1. The Course 

The contents of the course are mainly directed at cardiac surgery and perfusion topics. As 

perfusionists might also work in interventional cardiology, this should play a role in their education. 

Contents on research methodology and basic sciences are not included. The workload of self-study 

modules is not detailed. The overall duration of the theoretical course is 200 hours. A scientific 

project is not included in the course curriculum. 

Recommendation 1 

It is recommended that the contents of the course be updated to include a wider range of subjects, 

including cardiology and pediatric cardiology, basic sciences and research methodology. The 

workload of self-study modules should be defined. It is recommended that the duration of the 

theoretical course should be prolonged. It is also recommended that a scientific project should be 

incorporated. 

 

2. Finances and Structure 

The course is being financed partially by the students, and in some cases partially by their hospitals. 

The overall budget is tight. The organizers of the training do not have state funds or educational 

grants available. The Course Director and his co-workers do not get paid for their work and support 

the training process voluntarily in their time off work. 

Recommendation 2 

The financial support should be made more secure, allowing for adequate payments of lecturers and 

supporting staff. The Course Director should be partially supported by the hospitals to be able to 

fulfil the role adequately. 
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3. Faculty Meetings 

The course contents are outlined by the Course Director. There are no regular Faculty Meetings for 

lecturers and supporting staff. 

Recommendation 3 

Regular Faculty Meetings should be set up so that the lecturers can better fine-tune course contents 

and help the Course Director organizing the course. 

 

4. Qualification of Educators 

It became apparent that the Course Director, the mentors for practical education and the lecturers of 

the theoretical modules do not have any pedagogic degrees. Training is accomplished by 

professionals with higher academic degrees in their specialties.  

Recommendation 4 

It is recommended that the Course Director and the mentors for practical training of perfusionists 

should be trained as educators in adult learning in addition to their academic degrees. Lecturers in 

theoretical subjects should have the possibility to pursue a degree in teaching or visit didactic 

courses for adult teaching. 

 

5. Student Awareness 

The students’ performances are not regularly evaluated with a graded logbook during their initial 

training phase. Structured feedback is not always available. Rotation through other hospitals seems 

to be difficult at times. 

Recommendation 5 

It is recommended to introduce a graded logbook (such as the EBCP Logbook) for the 

documentation and evaluation of the practical training. Rotation through other hospitals should be 

facilitated by contracts/agreements between the training programme and the clinical sites. 
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Conclusion 

 

The Perfusion Education Programme organized by the Polish Society for Perfusion is recommended for 

Accreditation. The Accreditation Certificate will be issued during the next Board Meeting of the European 

Board of Cardiovascular Perfusion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Frank Merkle 
 
EBCP General Secretary 
and Chair Accreditation Sub Committee 
 

 


